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Clauses:  A clause is a group of words containing both a subject and a verb.

Independent (Main) clauses


These express a complete grammatical thought (a sentence).


I was cold.
I ran through the park.

Dependent (Subordinate) clauses


These do not express a complete grammatical thought.  They cannot stand alone as complete sentences, but need an independent clause to complete their meaning.  Dependent clauses are used as nouns, adjectives, or adverbs.

Noun clause



1.  Noun clauses function as nouns.


2.  A noun clause can be the subject, DO, IO, PN, object of preposition, or appositive in a sentence.


3.  Noun clauses begin with either a relative pronoun or a subordinating conjunction. 



EXAMPLES:  Who will win the contest is anyone’s guess.  (subject)





I don’t know who will win the contest. (DO)





We will choose the president by whoever has the most votes. (OP)


Adjective clause (sometimes called relative clause)


1.  Adjective clauses function as adjectives; they modify nouns or pronouns.



2.  Each adjective clause describes the noun or pronoun right in front of it.



3.  Adjective clauses are introduced by relative pronouns (who, whom, whose, that, which, sometimes what...) and relative adverbs (when, where).


4.  Adjective clauses answer the adjective questions (what kind, which one, how many, how much, whose).


EXAMPLES: The girl who lost her grammar book checked in the office.






The car that is parked in front of my house belongs to my neighbor.






The gym where he works out will be closed on Sunday.


Adverb clause


1.  Adverb clauses are introduced by subordinating conjunctions (A few examples are after, although, whenever, because, if, though, unless, .  There are many more.).

2.  Adverb clauses answer adverb questions (when, where, how, how often, why, to what extent, under what condition).

3.  Like an adverb, an adverb clause will modify a verb, adjective, or adverb.


4.  Adverb clauses have mobility (sometimes).




Because I was cold, I put on a sweater.




I put on a sweater because I was cold.



EXAMPLES:  If I want to do well, I will have to study hard.





We will go whenever you’re ready. 




We left early so that we wouldn’t be late.





Dave is taller than I am.
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